
 
 
 
 

HOOD RIVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
December 4, 2012 – District Office 

The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the  
Hood River County School District Board of Directors.   

These minutes are for review and are subject to change and/or approval.  
Once approved, signed and dated, they are official. 

 
BOARD MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:33 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board of Directors: Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr, Director 
Jeff Kopecky, Director Bob Danko, Director James Sims, Director Mark Johnson, Director Liz 
Whitmore and Ex-Officio Director Rob Brostoff.  
 
Administration:  Superintendent Charlie Beck, Finance Director Nick Hogan, Human Resources 
Director Kevin Noreen, and Transportation Supervisor Cindy Sim.  
 
Absent: Director of Special Education Anne Carloss and Director of Instruction Penny Grotting. 
 
Principals and Vice Principals:  Hood River Valley High School Principal Karen Neitzel, and 
Cascade Locks/Parkdale Elementary School Principal Kim Vogel.  
 
Staff and Community Members:  Chris Reitz, Gretchen von Lubken, Gary Peterson, Tim 
Counihan, Esther Smith, Jackie Osborne, Kim Yasui, Ryan Arndt, Kelvin Calkins,  Karen Myers, 
Tod Hilstad, and Board Administrative Assistant Terri Martz. 
 
WELCOME: 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk welcomed all to the Hood River County School District Board 
of Directors meeting. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Jim Shoemake and John Young of Ray and Associates met with the Hood River County School 
District Board of Directors to provide information on data collected at various meetings within the 
district.  These meetings were held to allow the community to list qualifications they would like to 
see in selecting the next Superintendent of Hood River County School District. 
 
Discussion Points: 
 

• Total 164 people responded to survey both on-line and in person.  Jim stated this was a 
great response for a district this size. 

• Comments from community were that this community and district “wraps itself around the 
kids”. 

• Provided information on qualities the community would like to see in the next 
superintendent. 

• Board members review information and email with any additional items they would like to 
see added, changed or deleted. 
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• Ray and Associates will take top qualities the district would like to see in a superintendent 
and fit candidates to this profile. 

• Administrator wishes to be involved in interview and hiring process. 
• Intent of the Board is to have the hiring process be a community effort. 
• Board to set up a meeting to meet with administrators this month. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS: 
 
Chris Reitz:  “I am here on behalf of the Gorge Kids Triathlon.  The event was held at the end of 
September.  I am here to say thank you to the school district once again.  The district allowed us 
to use the insurance from the schools and allowed us to have our event.  We had over 250 kids 
participate this year which was up about 50 kids from last year.  We raised over $8,000 for the 
elementary schools.  This was evenly divided between the four schools in Hood River.  Once 
again, Cascade Locks opted out of participating.  With the rest of the schools, we had some 
great volunteers.  It was a wonderful day.  We had some vendors come down this year so that 
everybody stuck around for a long time and had pizza and it was a really great, great event.  We 
had a family from McMinnville that I spoke to and he said that they will come back next year and 
bring lots of their friends.  Once again, just a fantastic event and we will do it again next year.  
Thank you to Nick for helping me know what papers I needed even when I don’t.  So I just 
wanted to say thank you to the Board and District for supporting us once again.  It was a 
fantastic and very successful event”. 
 
Kim Yasui:  “I work out at Mid Valley and have two lovely children.  I was here complaining 
earlier that there are too many kids in schools, my kids not getting enough Spanish and we are 
still working on that.  Tonight I am here because I read through the last minutes and you had all 
kinds of discussion dancing around about approving $20,000 to go for turfs.  I am here to be that 
bad guy that comes and whines.  I understand how important sports are.  I played sports here.  
My brother was on the football team.  My mother raised money for the Booster Club to help put 
the cover over the stands.  When I read that, I honestly was appalled.  I could not imagine that 
this could come by so quickly.  I understand it encourages kids to play, it keeps them in school 
and I understand that we don’t have enough P.E. and all those things.  But, what I can’t 
understand is how that money can be used in place of or instead of so many other needed 
repairs over the basic needs and necessities in the buildings.  I don’t understand how a school 
board can come visit our schools and walk in and not see the bubbling carpet in the office that 
25 kids have already thrown up on and when we shampoo it, it just shatters and ravels.  I don’t 
understand how I can shovel the concrete in front of my door, because when the rain comes, 
the drain won’t flow out.  Or, how we don’t have a PA system that has sound outside anymore 
and we can’t seem to get those things done.  I really don’t understand how I can explain to my 
father as he sits with a bunch of orchardists drinking coffee in the morning and ask him to vote 
for your local option and say they are going to use the money well dad and then him hear at 
coffee that by the way the same people you are giving this money to, to keep class sizes down 
and to keep your daughter employed and to keep the kids learning, is also going to say what the 
heck.  People believe in sports and believe in those things, but it is a very hard argument for me 
when he visits the schools and there are repairs that even he can see.  We live on a farm with 
duct tape fixes and things and he can see those problems.  If they are talking about it, I don’t 
understand when people walked out of here, they didn’t think….oh, maybe people might view 
that in a different way or in a different manner. 
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You have three readings tonight over how to use a credit card but it seems to be one reading on 
how to spend $20,000 pretty rapidly.  So maybe I misunderstood, but I had to come and 
complain one more time and then I will try to be quiet for the next part of the meeting”. 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk:  “You don’t have to be quiet for the next part of the meeting or 
any meetings.  It is fine that you came and explained yourself. I appreciate you coming and 
appreciate you articulating yourself.  So, I really do appreciate that.  Don’t feel like you can’t 
come back.  We don’t have a meeting until January.  I mean that.  That is truly genuine. I really 
do appreciate you coming and talking to us and telling us your thoughts.  I truly do appreciate 
that.  It isn’t on our agenda tonight to discuss, but I really do appreciate your comments and 
please know that we all hear what you are saying and we will all think about what you have 
said”.   
 
Kelvin Calkins:  “On the same topic, I had many comments.  Kim did a great job in talking.  What 
I have heard from our members and most of the comments are just like what you heard here.  
What I am also hearing is that if the community has a need for fields, then we believe that the 
community needs to be a full partner in helping pay for these, whether it be a study, or the field 
itself.  Now is the time to say if we need a study to help us get to the point, then say this is how 
much it costs and what it would look like, then let’s see if the community will buy in and if they 
want to partner and put up a significant portion of the money, then that would seem more 
reasonable.  Otherwise, we don’t see that this is the time.  We have huge needs in our district.  
We have deferred our maintenance, cut dozens of positions over the last several years.  If 
nothing else, it looks bad.  Kim did better, so I am going to stop with that.  The other thing I want 
to say is to add on to the discussion we just had here, and suggest that you think about who 
might be involved in and should be involved in a little bit more meaning in the process of 
selecting our superintendent.  I understand it is a Board decision but you discussed having 
administrators to have an opportunity in giving input to the Board, and I would suggest that this 
is an opportunity that all your groups should have.  That means that all your employee groups 
work closely with whomever you are putting in that position and I appreciate you thinking about 
that”. 
 
Jackie Osborn:  “I just wanted to dovetail.  I was here a little while ago and worked at Pine 
Grove at a time when we were crunching and budgeting and our school closed so that you could 
save every little penny.  To hear that we are spending $20,000 for this, really kind of breaks my 
heart.  I am in a nice place in a good school but I have windows that do not open, I have no 
screens. There are three of us that got moved there.  I am saying, will you give me some of that 
money to at least fix that rather than put the $20,000 into a turf field study?  I made a sacrifice, a 
lot of us did.  So I hope the Board remembers that”. 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk:  “Thank you Jackie.  I appreciate your comments as well”. 
 
SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT: 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck presented the following information to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors: 
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• “My conversation tonight kind of dovetails on some of the comments that Kelvin made.  
Nick and I have had the opportunity to talk to the County of Hood River and they have 
committed $2,000 to the $20,000 of studying turf fields.  Jan has written a letter to the 
Hood River County Parks and Rec and they are going to take up the possibility of 
contributing money to help with the $20,000 at their next Board meeting.  So, we are 
trying to engage the community with a fairly positive response and will continue to do 
that.  We have certainly heard everything that has been said and also believe that 
engaging the rest of the community to help with this, because it would be a community 
facility.  So I believe it is appropriate also.  If you have a chance to thank the county for 
donating $2,000 that now won’t come from us and the possibility that the Parks and Rec 
department is also going to donate some money for the cause, we are going to continue 
to look for other partners as well”.   

• In front of the Board is a schedule of meetings coming up.  This is a reminder of the 
meeting that we have.  The Board is certainly welcome to come to any and all of the 
meetings that are of interest to you.  The last three meetings listed, you are going to hear 
about in a few minutes.  Those are proposed Community Forums on boundary issues. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk presented the minutes of the Hood River County School 
District Board of Directors meeting as follows for approval: 
 

• November 14, 2012 - No noted changes or corrections. 
 
Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen presented the following personnel information to the 
Hood River County School District Board of Directors for approval: 
 

• Recommendation to hire Lisa Franger Roberts as School to Work Coordinator at Hood 
River Valley High School to replace Carolyn Bondurant; 

• Recommendation to hire Patricia Fateley as temporary Instructional Assistant 7 hours per 
day at Mid Valley Elementary School to replace Denise Long; 

• Recommendation to hire Reynalda Garcia as Kitchen Helper 3.5 hours per day at 
Westside Elementary School to replace Marquez; 

• Recommendation to hire Kelly Hughes as Bus Driver trainee 4 hours per day at 
Transportation; 

• Recommendation to hire Mike Garrett as Bus Driver trainee 2 hours per day at 
Transportation; 

• Recommendation of Jack Sprague to complete 2012-2013 school year as a returning 
retiree at Hood River Middle School. 

 
It was moved by Director James Sims and seconded by Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr to 
approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
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ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS:   
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk asked the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors to approve the following donation on behalf of administrators and schools: 
 

• $40 from Tom Johnson to Cascade Locks School for books 
• $201 worth of school supplies from Dave and Kelly Dittmar to Parkdale 

Elementary School 
• $50 to support the Hood River Middle School soccer referee class from Angie 

Adkins 
• A trombone valued at $250 from Connie Serra to Hood River Middle School 
• $285.21 from the Odell Lions Club to the Hood River Valley High School baseball 

program 
• $100 from the Odell Lions Club to the Hood River Valley High School FFA 

program 
• An iPad valued at $350 to Hood River Valley High School from Donald and Bonnie 

Benton 
• Total Donations $1,276.21 

  
It was moved by Director Mark Johnson and seconded by Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr to 
approve the donation as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.   
 
POLICY #3711 EXPENDITURE REIMBURSEMENT – 3rd READING: 
 
Finance Director Nick Hogan presented the third and final reading of Policy #3711 Expenditure 
Reimbursement to the Hood River County School District Board of Directors.  
 
It was moved by Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr and seconded by Director Bob Danko to 
approve Policy #3711 Expenditure Reimbursement as presented. Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
POLICY #3712 CREDIT CARD USAGE – 3rd READING: 
 
Finance Director Nick Hogan presented the third and final reading of Policy #3712 Credit Card 
Usage to the Hood River County School District Board of Directors.   
 
It was moved by Director Bob Danko and seconded by Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr  to 
approve Policy #3712 Credit Card Usage as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTION #12-13/07 GRANT WRITER SERVICES 
 
Finance Director Nick Hogan presented this resolution to the Hood River County School District 
Board of Directors.  This resolution would qualify the district for funds from the Ford Family 
Foundation and the Hood River Education Foundation for Grant Writing and Grant Writing 
Technical services in the amount of $5,000 from each entity for a total of $10,000.  These funds 
will be used for grant wiring, coordinating and training. 
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It was moved by Director Mark Johnson and seconded by Director Liz Whitmore to approve 
Resolution #12-13/07 Grant Writer Services as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
This resolution was approved by the following roll call vote in order of voting: 
 
Director Liz Whitmore  Yes 
Director Mark Johnson  Yes 
Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr Yes 
Director James Sims  Yes 
Director Bob Danko   Yes 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk Yes 
Director Jeff Kopecky  Absent 
 
A copy of this resolution is filed in the official Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors minutes book. 
 
November 30, 2012 ENROLLMENT REPORT: 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck presented the November 30, 2012 Enrollment report to the Hood 
River County School District Board of Directors.  The district is down 29 students since last 
month and down 3 students overall from this time last year. 
 
SCHOOL BOUNDARY DISCUSSION: 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck provided the following information to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors: 
 
The Hood River County School District Cabinet members are proposing the following process 
for looking at boundaries for attendance areas within the Hood River County School District: 
 

• Convene a work group comprised of the following members that will begin meeting 
weekly on December 13, 2012: 

o Superintendent Charlie Beck 
o Finance Director Nick Hogan 
o Transportation Manager Cindy Sim 
o Facilities Manager Randall Johnston 
o Parkdale Elementary School Principal Kim Vogel 
o Mid Valley Elementary School Principal Dennis McCauley 
o May Street Elementary School Principal Kelly Beard 
o Westside Elementary School Principal Bill Newton 
o Hood River Middle School Principal Brent Emmons 
o Wy’east Middle School Principal Catherine Dalbey 
o Communications Director Bob Dais 
o Administrative Assistant Terri Martz 

 
• Begin studying history of boundaries in Hood River County School District and potential 

future boundary options. 
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• A draft recommendation will be presented to the Hood River County School District Board 
of Directors on January 23, 2013. 

• Community Forums to be held: 
o February 5, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. at the Wy’east Middle School Performing Arts 

Center 
o February 6, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. at Middle Valley Elementary School cafeteria 

(Spanish only) 
o February 7, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. at Hood River Middle School Auditorium 

• A final recommendation for potential boundary changes within the Hood River County 
School District will be presented to the Hood River County School District Board of 
Director on February 27, 2013. 

 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Ex-Officio Director Rob Brostoff:  No comment at this time. 
 
Director Liz Whitmore: “I would just like to say a few things about the money for the study for the 
turf field.  I think when we had the initial discussion, I suggested that we get partners and I am 
really glad to see the County has agreed to contribute $2,000.  I think we can take it further.  
Obviously this is a sensitive issue.  I understand the concerns of our teachers and staff 
members and respect that we are in tight budget times.  I think we can reach out to Providence, 
we can reach out to the City, we can reach out to the Port.  I think we can make this a much 
greater effort in terms of getting partners for this study so that it isn’t necessarily, even though 
it’s on district property, we aren’t footing the bill for it.  I would like to see us, there is no sense of 
urgency here, we can do this when we do this, and I would rather see it be a positive thing than 
people feeling badly about it with us for making that decision.  Sometimes you decide something 
and you get feedback and you have to change course.  So, I guess I put that challenge out 
there.  Let’s get some partners.  I don’t know if this is part of the Port’s mission, but Parks and 
Rec came and did a presentation to the Commission and they talked about their concerns about 
the Barrett property and field space, and two of the commissioners had comments about it.  So, 
you know, they might throw in a couple thousand.  I think when you go to another organization, 
you say the County is putting up $2,000, can you do the same?  I bet we will get something on 
this”. 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck:  “Nick and I will be on the road to talk to any number of groups.  
Bob Francis is kind of next”. 
 
Director Liz Whitmore:  “I think Providence would be in since this goes back to health and fitness 
and maybe some of the medical practices in town”. 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck:  “Providence isn’t one that we have thought of, so that is a great 
idea”. 
 
Director Liz Whitmore:  “Let’s not make this a negative thing.  This is a positive thing, so let’s 
just do it right and everybody will look forward to seeing the study and give us some ideas on 
how to move forward with it.  I do think there is a lot of support in this community for a turf field.  
I have heard teachers saying fantastic, I am glad you are going to do that study.  So, I think 
there is mixed feelings about it.  Let’s just do it the right way”. 
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Director Mark Johnson:  “I got to spend yesterday and most of last night involved with the 
Oregon Business Summit in Portland which was interesting.  There were three topics on the 
agenda and two of them pertained directly to education.  Fix PERS is how they quantified it and 
the other one was to invest wisely in education.  It was good to hear and good to see a 1,000 
and some people representing the business community.  They are focusing on issues that are 
near and dear to what we are trying to accomplish.  Coming away, I think resigned to the fact 
that I don’t see a way that we can plan for next year without assuming that the rate increase in 
PERS isn’t going to become a reality.  Reality is reality.  I just don’t think there is anyway the 
legislature could act quickly enough keep all those things from happening July 1.  That is kind of 
sobering thought.  We have our work cut out for us”.   
 
Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr:  “Quickly, I was at the high school over the weekend for the 
Mark Steighner musical group performing under the name “Aurora”.  I actually had the pleasure 
of seeing them again this afternoon again at the middle school.  The talent on that stage is 
amazing.  I get goose bumps just thinking about it.  I had goose bumps when I was looking at 
some of those kids that I have known since they were little peanuts and there they are up there 
performing and projecting their voices.  As you sit there in the audience as a community 
member and just as someone that cares deeply and greatly about kids, it is just the value of a 
solid arts education in music and the performing arts and just what that is and the ability of these 
kids to get up there and perform.  Some of the kids I know, they are so shy, but when they get 
up there to sing and perform, it wasn’t even like it was the same kid.  It was just really amazing.  
It is incredible with Mark and what he does with the kids.  Also at the middle school with the 
music program and I know it is the same I have heard up at Wy’east also”. 
 
Director James Sims: No comment at this time. 
 
Director Bob Danko:  No comment at this time. 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk:  No comment at this time. 
 
REGULAR MEETING RECESSED AT 7:44 P.M. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:47 P.M. 
 
PRESENT:  Superintendent Charlie Beck, Finance Director Nick Hogan, Human Resources 
Director Kevin Noreen, Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr, 
Director Bob Danko, Director James Sims, Director Mark Johnson, Director Liz Whitmore, Ex-
Officio Director Rob Brostoff, Attorney Jeff Baker and Board Administrative Assistant Terri 
Martz. 
 
Absent: Director Jeff Kopecky. 
 
ORS 192.660 (1) (d) Classified Bargaining 
ORS 192.660 (1) (h) Confer with attorney concerning legal rights 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ADJOURNED AT8:48 P.M. 
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REGULAR MEETING RECONVENED AT 8:49 
 
It was moved by Director Liz Whitmore and seconded by Director Bob Danko in consultation 
with Attorney Jeff Baker to authorize Finance Director Nick Hogan to proceed in accord with the 
discussion that occurred in executive session this evening.   
 
 
REGULAR MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 Superintendent     Board Chair 
 
 
 
 
       
 Date 
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